MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.
I.?Annual Beport of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary for 1860.?In accordance with the terms of the charter and the usual custom, the Managers of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary have now to submit to this general court of contributors and subscribers the following report of their transactions for the past year, which forms the Sixty-sixth Annual Report of the Infirmary:?
In the first place, they will give an account of the number of patients treated in the various departments of the house, with the numerical results as to recovery and death.
In the second place, they will relate the more important matters which have come under their consideration during the past year; and?
In the third place, they will give an account of the money which they have received 011 behalf of the institution, and the amount and manner of its expenditure.
The number of patients remaining in the medical and surgical wards on the 31st December, 1858, was 258. The number admitted throughout the year was 3149; so that the total number treated was 3407. Of these, 3139 were treated to a conclusion, of whom 2884 were dismissed cured, relieved, or from other causes, and 255 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, I860, was 268.
In the fever wards the number of patients remaining on the 31st December, 1859, was 54. The number admitted during the year was 588; so that the total number treated was 642. Of these 603 were treated to a conclusion, of whom 516 were dismissed cured, and 87 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1860, was 39.
In the whole institution the number of patients remaining on the 31st December, 1859, was 312. The total number of patients admitted throughout the year was 3737 j so that the total number treated was 4049. Of these, 3742 were treated to a conclusion, of whom 3400 were dismissed cured, relieved, or from other causes, and 342 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1860, was 307.
The smallest number of patients on a single day in the medical and surgical wards was 190, on the 5th August; the largest number was 279, on the 19rh January.
The daily average number, as calculated for each month, was least in July, being 207; and greatest in February, being 264. In the fever wards the smallest number of patients on a single day was 17, on the 15th August; and the largest was 86, on the 11th April.
The daily average number, as calculated for each month of the year, was least in August, being 22 ; and greatest in April, being 72. In the whole institution the smallest number of patients on a single day was 214, on the 20th of August; the greatest number was 345, on the 9th of March. The daily average number, as calculated for each month in the year, was least in July, when it was 229; and greatest in February, when it was 328.
The number of out patients treated in the dispensary was 10,811, of whom 5133 were surgical, and 5678 medical cases. In this department the number of patients has been nearly 1000 in excess of last year. The recent change by the increase of medical officers has contributed to give to it greater efficiency and usefulness.
The number of children vaccinated during the year was 987, which is 248 more than last year.
The total number vaccinated during the three Though the number of cases admitted into the fever wards during the past year exceeds that of the two preceding years, when it touched the lowest point reached during the last thirty-five years, the increase is so inconsiderable?the number ranging between 500 and 600 cases?that we may consider this city, daring the three years by-past, with a population more than trebled, in a better condition in relation to fever than it was in 1817-18-19, when the average for three years was over 900 cases annually, or during any three years from 1825 to 1854, when the annual average ranged from 1000 to upwards of 5000.
The unusually large number of patients admitted into the fever wards affected with small-pox, a number greater than on any former year in the history of the infirmary, makes the number of ordinary fever cases appear larger than last year; but if we deduct these and a considerable number of miscellaneous cases of disease admitted into the fever wards, the amount of fever will be found to have been unprecedentedly small. When the upper half of each window is pulled down 2 inches, the air is directed towards the ceiling by means of a channel lined with wood. In like manner when the lower half of the window is thrown up 2 inches, the air does not enter directly into the ward, but passes down behind the lining of the window recess, and enters on a level with the floor. By this means the angles formed by the walls with the ceiling and the floor?the parts where the air is usually stagnant?can be readily flushed with fresh air. There is a large opening above each ward door, provided with louvres which can be opened or shut at pleasure. By these means, both for the extraction of foul air and the admission of fresh air, an unusual amount of ventilating power has been provided, which may be used wholly or partially as occasion may require. It may be observed that both the heating and ventilation of each ward is separate from, and independent of that of all the other wards.
The managers have also provided a supply of hot water by boilers placed in the basement at each end of the building.
A separate ventilation is established for the sculleries, bath-rooms, and waterclosets.
A large and commodious hoist has been erected, by means of which patients may be conveyed to the different floors.
A new operating theatre has been constructed on the upper floor of the building, with accommodation for upwards of 200 students.
The only other feature of the new building which may be mentioned here, is the provision of day rooms or parlours for the use of patients who are not confined 'to bed.
The removal of the wooden building erected in 1847, which was effected in the course of the year, has largely added to the extent of the green, around which the various buildings of the infirmary are placed. It now extends to 1^ acres, and the relative position of the buildings is such as to permit of the freest ventilation in every direction.
The ground behind the new building, an acre in extent, and that in front of the infirmary, partly inclosed and partly open to the public, with the Cathedral grounds to the east, and Castle Street on the west, secure freedom of external ventilation, and provide against undue encroachment of buildings in every direction, and for all time coming.
The new entrance in Castle Street will be found to give more convenient access than previously existed to all parts of the infirmary.
The completion of the new hospital will enable the managers, besides providing accommodation for the increasing number of patients, to allot to each bed such an amount both of cubic space and surface area as to secure the best sanitary condition of the wards, and to reserve the fever hospital exclusively for that class of cases for which it was originally intended.
In order to simplify the rules as to the election of the medical officers in the house, on the occasion qf vacancies, and to assimilate to these the rules as to the election of medical officers in the dispensary, the following resolution was adopted by the managers in regard to the medical officers both in the house and dispensary:?
In the event of vacancies occurring during the year, the same shall be temporarily supplied by the election of a physician or surgeon duly qualified, who shall hold office until the first Monday of November thereafter, and such physi-cian or surgeon shall be eligible for future election; and at the next ordinary meeting for election purposes, the managers shall elect a physician or surgeon, duly qualified, for the period specified in, and in terms of, the by-law enacted with regard to the medical attendants in the house, at the annual meeting of contributors and subscribers in 1858, provided always, that if such vacancy shall occur after the ordinary meeting for election purposes, the managers may elect a physician or surgeon, qualified as aforesaid, both temporarily, and also in terms of the foresaid by-law.
The managers have now to lay before this court an account of the financial affairs of the infirmary during the past year. The details of income and expenditure will be found in the financial statement and This is distinctly seen in the fact of the patients having been of a better and more deserving class than formerly.
The new hospital, corner of Eottenrow and Portland Street, which, as mentioned-in last report, was then nearly completed, was opened for the reception of patients towards the end of January, and has been found to be well calculated for the purposes of the institution.
The situation is salubrious; the rooms are of sizes well suited for obstetric patients, and the various necessary appliances, both internally and in the outer premises, have been found to answer well. The supply of hot water, in particular, to various parts of the house has been a great comfort and advantage, affording the means of personal cleanliness, in many cases where otherwise it would have been neglected.
Of the four deaths in hospital only one arose from a form of disease at all likely to spread among lying-in women. Of course this patient was immediately, on the appearance of her malady, separated from the others (for which we have now every facility); and it is gratifying to think that, although childbed fever has for some time been more than usually prevalent in the city, we have only had one case. The patients, an unusual proportion of whom, as will be seen from the above statement, bad severe and complicated labour, generally recovered quickly and completely.
The expense of supporting the institution will now be considerably more than formerly; but this is amply compensated for by the greatly-increased advantages and comforts which it affords. Through the liberal donation of friends the debt which was incurred in the purchase, necessary alterations, and additions to the building, has been considerably reduced. The directors beg to assure these donors of their warmest thanks.
A sum, however, is still wanting to paint the hospital, and to supply many articles of furniture and bedding requisite for obtaining the full advantage of our additional accommodation. The directors anticipate they will at no distant period be able to realize the necessary funds for accomplishing these desirable objects.
The claims of the institution have never been obtruded on the public; but the directors feel confident that the benevolent and the discerning have only to be made aware of the misery that is mitigated, the aid and comfort that is afforded to so many in an hour of trial and peril, and it may be the crime that is prevented through the means of the Lying-in Hospital, to bestow on it their cordial countenance and pecuniary support.
The directors have to express their regret at the loss the institution has sustained by Mr. W. C. Alston, one of their number, having gone abroad. He had for many years taken an active part in the management, and in everything connected with the establishing of the new hospital his services had been very valuable.
The directors beg to offer tbeir sincere thanks to the subscribers to the institution. They were much gratified to receive a second donation from the trustees of the late John Ferguson, Esq., of Cairnbrock, and also a handsome subscription from the Roman Catholics of the city, per the Eight Reverend Bishop Murdoch.
To those ladies who have sent articles of cast-off clothing they are much indebted. The matron finds such things at all times truly useful, but the supply of them is often quite inadequate. She therefore begs the ladies of Glasgow for donations of babies' clothing, for which they may have no further use, and of articles which are required in child-bed.
The In presenting the fifty-fifth annual report, the directors have to express their satisfaction at the continued prosperity of the institution. The receipts during the past year have exceeded those of previous years. Considerably more interest has been excited generally in the hospital, and the opportunities it presents for assisting and benefiting the inmates; while attention has been turned to it in a sanitary and reformatory point of view?its effect undoubtedly being to prevent the spread of disease, and to diminish crime and pauperism. The directors acknowledge with peculiar pleasure the assistance granted by the magistrates and police authorities in awarding ?21 17s. 6d. out of the fines levied in the police-courts. The contributions from annual subscribers have slightly increased ; but, however gratifying this may be, there is still need for sustained exertion and liberality. In a large city like this, former subscriptions naturally cease, from deaths or removals to the country ; the directors are compelled, therefore, constantly to ask for new and additional subscriptions. The hospital is entirely supported by voluntary contributions. It is not generally so popular or so well known as it deserves. It has, however, strong claims upon public support. Many of the unfortunate creatures who are treated are without friends or home?exposed to much temptation?without time to reflect on their condition ; and, while in the hospital, an opportunity is given them, by Christian instruction and judicious counsel, to begin reformation. It is a gratifying feature, in this year's transactions, that 71 patients have been taken care of after leaving. Of that number, 45 were taken in charge by one benevolent lady, who desires her name to be concealed, but whose kindness and humanity cannot be too strongly commended ; 12 cases have been admitted into the Magdalene Asylum, and 14 have been restored to their friends. By the extension of these redeeming means, much good may be looked for. The directors cannot refrain from referring to the continued labours of Mr. Michael Rowan in regularly visiting the patients, and attending to their spiritual welfare. By a reference to the statement appended, there is still a balance due upon an heritable bond on the property of ?800, which the directors consider it desirable should be paid off at as early a period as possible.
The following is the Report of the Medical Officers.?During the year just closed there were 21 more patients treated to a conclusion than during the previous year, and that, it will be observed, at the small additional gross outlay of ?6 5s.
In consequence of the severe and protracted character of their ailments, several patients made long sojourn in the hospital, which has to a small extent raised the average period of the residence of each, the increase being from 29J nights to 31 and a traction; yet it is pleasing to observe that the average expense to the institution of each patient treated, is diminished since last year. There have been three deaths in the house ; two of these were infants. The third case was admitted by mistake, the ailment under which the patient laboured not being of the description treated in the Lock Hospital, and she was too ill to admit of her being removed. The medical officers have again to express their perfect satisfaction with the mode in which the superintendent and his wife have performed their responsible duties, and also their appreciation of the valuable nurse whose services are secured by the hospital.
On the motion of the chairman, the report was adopted ; and the thanks of the meeting unanimously awarded to the medical officers, treasurer, and secretary, for their services during the past year.
On Of the 33,674 deaths registered in Glasgow in the three years ending 1859, 17,897, or considerably more than one half, were of children under five years of age. The serious question came to be, What did the children die of? and, putting aside hereditary causes, it was found that eight diseases produced one half of the mortality?namely, hooping-cough, scarlet fever, bronchitis, pneumonia, diarrhoea, enteritis, and small-pox. Four of these were admittedly contagious, and if children affected by any of these diseases could be removed from a crowded dwelling to an hospital, much might be done to diminish the mortality. The first thing that would be secured by removing them to an hospital, was effective medical treatment; and it was well known that many of the children of the poor never had medical attendance when ill, except when too late to be of any avail.
In the next place, the removal of such children to an hospital would be valuable as a preventive of disease ; and, further, such an hospital would afford an excellent school for the clinical study of the diseases of children, and for the training of nurses. There were hospitals of this kind in all the large towns of the continent, and also in London, Manchester, Dublin, Liverpool, and Edinburgh.
Several of the gentlemen present expressed an opinion strongly in favour of the proposed scheme; and before the meeting separated, a committee was appointed to take, without delay, the necessary steps towards the establishment of an hospital.
We are glad to say that a large sum has already been subscribed, and that we are now almost in a position to consider the establishment of an hospital for children in Glasgow as a fait accompli. We hope ere long to be able to announce to our readers, that an hospital worthy of this great city has been thrown open for the sick and suffering children of our poor.
6. Dispensary for Skin Diseases.?We are glad to be able to inform our readers that a dispensary for the treatment of skin diseases has been lately established in Glasgow. This has been done for the purpose of devoting more particular attention to skin diseases than has hitherto been bestowed upon them here, for of all affections, those which manifest themselves on the external covering of the body have been most neglected.) In London there are three or four flourishing institutions for their treatment, and one of these afforded advice and alleviation to no less than 10,000 patients in the course of one year. On the continent, where the highest success in the treatment of these maladies has been attained, the facilities given for relief and study have In the fever wards the number of patients remaining on the 1st January was 39 ; the number admitted since to the 20th March has been 169, so that the total number treated has been 208. Of these 125 have been dismissed cured, 25 died, and 58 remained on the 20th March. The rate of mortality has been 1 in 8, or about 12 per cent.
The number of accidents has been 120.
